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May 3, 2010 

 

Hotel Mela 

Bob Sassani 

120 West 44th Street 

New York, NY 10036 

 

RE:   Claim of Infringement of Tour Technology Systems Intellectual Property  

 

Dear Bob: 

 

 The claim that showing certain virtual tours, provided by ICE Portal, on your website 

infringes on their United States Patent No. 6,754,400 is without and merit with respect to the how 

the 360 degree images were produced and displayed.  

  

 As I stated in an earlier correspondence, ICE Portal is in the business of producing and 

distributing virtual tour services, and we are concerned about this current claim and the adverse 

effect it may have on our industry and the end-users of virtual tour technology.  

 

 After a complete technical review of this patent with our technology team, and the 

developers of the software ICE uses to display the tours, regarding the infringement claim, it is 

ICE Portal’s, Inc.’s position that the virtual tours produced and delivered via ICE Portal 

technology and systems, do not infringe on US Patent 6,754,400. 

 

 As was provided earlier, we offer a point by point rebuttal to this infringement claim: 

Claim Element Rebuttal to Evidence of Infringement 

1. A method for digitally 

rendering omnidirectional 

images comprising the steps 

of: 

Images on webpage cover a full 360° range of view. 

 

Response:  360° from right to left but no spherically as 

described in the patent. Our cylindrical 360° range of view is 

a property of all virtual tours. 

capturing images 

surrounding an origin point; 

Use of a mouse or other pointing device on your website varies 

the view of the view of the image in a manner consistent with the 
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capturing of images surrounding an origin point. 

 

Response:  Use of a mouse to zoom or pan on a web-based 

digital image is a common property of the internet, maps, 

image maps and more. 

in at least two hemispheres 

surrounding the origin point; 

The display on your website is consistent with images in at least 

two hemispheres. 

 

Response:  The images of ICE tours are produced using up to 

12 still shots and are not rendered into a hemisphere.  ICE 

tours do not use hemispheric images produced by fish-eye 

lenses. 

assembling the images in a 

digital format; 

The images on your website are the product of a digital format. 

 

Response:  All images on the internet are of a digital format. 

to create a complete 

spherical image surrounding 

the origin point; 

The virtual tour images on your website surround an origin point. 

 

Response:  ICE virtual tour images are in no way spherical by 

origin, format or appearance. ICE tours do not create a 

spherical image. 

Projecting the spherical 

image onto faces of a cube 

surrounding the spherical 

image; and 

The images on the website indicate projection of a spherical 

image to the faces of a cube. 

 

Response:  The images within the ICE do not indicate the 

projection of a spherical image to the faces of a cube. ICE 

images are not spherical images. 

Storing images projected on 

the faces of the cube to 

provide an omnidirectional 

image. 

The image is provided to the websites visitor’s computer. 

 

Response:  ICE cylindrical images differ from the 

omnidirectional spherical images in that you cannot view 

straight up or down as you can with spherical images. 
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Furthermore the patent clearly indicates that the images are displayed by the projection of 

a spherical image to the faces of a cube. 

 

Not only do we NOT use spherical images but all ICE technology does not project the 

images onto the faces of a cube. This is the final form of the image in the patent. ICE projects the 

image onto the surface of a cylinder.   

 

 A further reading of the patent in question clearly indicates that the patent “gathers two 

plane complementary images, preferably captured with digital camera endowed with a fish-eye 

lens.”  This invention is “capable of creating a complete omnidirectional spherical image”. 

 

 ICE has never used fish-eye lens nor used spherical images.  All our virtual tour technology 

is based on cylindrical images. The formulas cited in the patent use various trigonometric 

functions and spherical coordinates that have no use with the construction of the cylindrical 

images. 

 

 ICE finds it ironic that its cylindrical technology used to deliver virtual tours has always 

been in direct completion with companies using spherical images or fish-eye lens subject to this 

patent. 

 

 Finally, for reasons mentioned above, and the fact that we have been developing and 

displaying virtual tours for over a decade with “prior art” shows there is no foundation for a claim 

of infringement on US Patent No. 6,754,400.  

 

Sincerely 

 

Henry Woodman 

President, ICE Portal  

 


